Genotyping of Ureaplasma diversum isolates using pulsed-field electrophoresis.
Ureaplasma diversum has been associated with reproductive disorders in cattle and in the present study genotypic variations among U. diversum isolates obtained from the vaginal mucus of healthy cattle and sick animals were analyzed by enzymatic digestion and pulsed-field gel electrophoresis (PFGE). The influence of time and broth volume was important in obtaining sufficient cell sediment and DNA for PFGE. The method presented a high discriminatory power and satisfactory reproducibility for the analysis of detected variations among U. diversum isolates and strains. Different band profiles and wide genotypic heterogeneity were detected but no association between DNA polymorphism and sick or healthy animals could be established.